
Explain, with examples,  the difference between relative and absolute ages in 
the dating of rocks. 

NSF/IERI Science IDEAS #0228353 

Science IDEAS Writing Prompt: Earth Processes, Tab 5, Expository  



The picture on the right is of the layers of rock 
found in the side of a cliff in the northern United 
States.   
 
Explain what geologic processes may have taken 
place to create layers of rock like these. 
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Pretend that you are a trilobite, living in the Denovian period, 400 million 
years ago.  You die in some mud, and are covered by sediment.  Over time 
you turn into a fossil. 
 
Now pretend that you are found by a paleontologist in the side of a cliff in the 
state of New York. 
 
Tell a story about what happened to you and the rock you are trapped in be-
tween the time you were buried and when you are found in a cliff. 
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You are a dinosaur of the Mesozoic era.  Tell the story of your life and death. 
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